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PREFACE. 



nnHE Author of thefe Papers has 

-*■ frequently fallen into Company^ 

wherein he had occajion to converfe on 

the Topicks ^Liberty and Vovjtr^ both 

CiviI^7W Religious: and havingnever 

fettled and ranged his own Ideas and 

Reafonings thereupon in fo exaEi and 

fo harmonious an Order as he wif)dy 

he fome Tears ago fet himfelf down to 

try if he could draw out his Thoughts 

into a regular Scheme^ whereby he 

might better confirm or correEi his 

own ConduEl. He then apply d him- 
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iv The PREFACE. 

felf to a diligent and faithful En- 
quiry, without confulting other Au- 
'phors^ how far his own Reafon would 
carry him toward the Eftablifliment 
of any certain Religion in a Country 
or Nation^ with a real dejire to find a 
jufi Foundation for ity and try how 
far it could he brought into Form and 
Method. 

And that he might fecure himfelf 
the better from all Prejudices arifing 
from prefent Efiablijhments^ he pro- 
pofed to himfelf the Idea of a new e- 
reSied State or Government of any 

kind whatfoever^ ^^yi^S ^fi^^ ^^^ Pre- 
poffefftons and Influeftces from the pre- 
fent Statutes and Cuftoms of Men^ and 
from the Appearances of Things in 
any Nation whatfoever^ while he was 
engaged in thefe Speculations. 

In matters of PraBice he has air- 
ways fhewn himfelf 07t every Occafioit 
a conflant and fincere Friend and 
faithful Sub jeSi to our Britifli Go- 
vernment \ and as he endeavors to 

pay 
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fay every one in Church and State 
their duey fo he rejoices in the Prote- 
ftant Succejffion to the Crown^ and the 
illufirious Family which pojfejfes it. 
And 'tis the defire of his Soul^ that 
our prefent Rightful Sovereign King 
George the Second may have every 
Grace and BleJJing pourd down upon 
his Royal Perfon^ to render him a long 
and glorious Injlrument of Divine 
Mercy ^ to diffufe BleJ/ings over the 
whole Proteftant Worldy and parti- 
cularly over the Britifh Nation. 

As the Author abhors the Thought 
of raifing Seditions in the State under 
our happy Conjiitution from any Pre^ 
tences either Civil or Religious^ fo he 
has no Views of dijlurbing any Cha- 
raSier or Sett of Men in thofe juji 
Privileges and Pojfejffions which they 
enjoy by the Laws of the Land^ for 
he pojfejfes all his own Privileges by 
the fame. 

He is fo well convinced of our hap-- 
py Situation above and beyond almojl 

every 
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'■ijery other Nation under Heaver 

'hat be does not fuppofe it can be ei 

§/jer proper or lawful for any Perfon 

r Parties among us to attempt tojhal 

\he prefent Foundations of our Govern 

ent^ i?t order to introduce in praSiic 

'-.h a Scheme of Liberty in Matter 

'f Conference as -thefe Papers defcribe i 

■^pecuiatio?t. Surely we value our Bri 

ill^ Conflitution and the Privileges ii 

'//cyy both Civil and Sacred^ at to 

!gh a rate.^ ever to bring the Hazar 

nd Lofs of them into a Competiiio. 

-jith any new Schemes or Models^ whic. 

nay b . formed by the ivarm Imagina 

ions or doubtful Reafonings of M.nj. 
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Author was very defirous to try how 
far his Reafon could eftabliflia Na- ) 
tional Religion, and adjufl and li- 
mit the conmwn Rights of Mankind^ 
both Sacred and Civile under this 
Ejiablijhmenty in any Country what- 
foeverj wherein Religion may be pro- 
fefsd in various Forms ; and at the 
fame time to maintain a perfeEl Con* 
f fence with all due Liberty of Con- 
fcience and fupport thejuft Authori- 
ty of Supreme Rulers. What he had 
written on this SubjeSi he was defired 
to publijh as a Matter of further Enr^ 
quiry to thofe who have thought much 
on this Argument \ and perhaps it 
mayferve to lead thofe who have never 
much thought of it into a more natu- 
ral and eafy Track of Thinking and 
Reafoning about it. • 

If any thing in this lB.K^y Jhall 
prove fo happy as to Jhed one peaceful 
and fef^ene Beam of Light upon this 
dark and noify Controverfy^ he hopes 
to find Forgivenefs and Acceptame a^ 

mong 
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mong his bejl Readers : and he would 
take pleafure in feeing fuch Light 
, further improved by Minds better 
furnijh)d^ till it fpread it f elf into a 
fair and glorious Day: Such a clear 
and harmonious View of thefe SubjeEis 
would do much tcmard the Security 
and Eafe of Civil Government in 
any particular Occurrences^ as well 
as toward the general Advantage of 
true Religion and the Support of]M^ 
Liberty, which are three of the moft 
valuable Privileges of Mankind and 
the c hoi c eft Blejpngs on this fide H^a-^ 
ven. 
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. S E C T. I. 

Of tke,]^ature and Ends &f Chit Gtroernment^ 
with the feveral Kinds ofit^ and its Extent 
to Religion.'. • - , 

I. nr^HE Dcfigtt of Civil Govern- 
ment i$ to fecure the Perfons, 
and Properties, and Peace of 
- ^ - ' Mankind from the Invafions 
and thelhjttrics of their Neighbours: where* 
as if there were no fuch thing as GoVttmnpnc 




(J) --..rr-^-^r-r,. 
imongft Men, the Stronger -W6Hl<i often- 
nake inroads upon the Peace and Poffef- 
ions, the Liberties and the Lives of thofe 
hat were weaker ; and univerial Confufion 
ind Diforder, Mifchiefs, Murthers, and ten 
houfand Miferies would overlpread the face 
)f the Earth. 

IL In order to this general Good, viz. 
he Prefervation of the Perfons of Men with 
heir Peace and PolTeflions, Mankind have 
leen led hy the Principles of Reafon and 
Iclf-prefervation to join themfelves in diftind 
rivil Societicsj wherein as by a Compaft, ex- 
jrefs'd or imply'd, every fingle Perfon is con- 
;ern'd in the Welfare and Safety of all the 
eft, and all ingage their Afliftance to defend 
ny of the reft when their Peace or Poflef- 
invaded: fo that by this means e- 
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and executing Laws for guarding their Per* 
fons and Properties, and for avenging their 
Injuries, into the hands of a iingle Perfon; and' 
have pbliged themfelves to afiift and fupport 
him in the due Exercife of th}s Authority. 
This is called Kingly Government or Mmar-^ 
chy: and where this Kingly Power has no 
Limitations, 'tis called Abfolute Monarchy or 
Sovereignty. 

(2.) Others have committed this fame 
Power to the hands of a few Great Men or 
Nobles, Perfons of Riches, or high Birth, or 
Power, or who are fuppoied to have fupe«> 
rior Wifdom and Influence, who Ihall adk 
in concert with one another to promote this 
End, This is called -/fr^^r^ry 5 efpedally 
when 'tis agreed that thefe great Men (hall 
have their Heirs for their SucceiSbrs, orfhall 
have a Right to chufe their own Succeflbrs 
themfelves 3 for then the People have divefted 
themfelves of all fhare in the Government. 

(3.) A third fort have choien a P^tr/^r 
Government^ that is, where the People them-* 
ielves meet and make Laws, and determine 
things of Importance by a common Vote or 
the Sentence of the major Part, But where 
the Society is fo numerous, that the People 
cannot all meet together for thisend, lincf 

B « have 
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ive parcell'd out themfelves into many Di- 
rids, and chofen particular Perfons to re- 
refent them in each Difteift. Thus the Peo- 
le are laid to a<5l and govern ihemlelves by 
lefe their Reprejentatives, which are chofen 
.;ew by the People as often as they think 
t, or at annual or any ftated Seafons which- 
le People agree upon. This is called De~ 
mcracy; and fuclj a State is a proper Repub- 
'ck or Commotrwealth in the flrifleft Senle. 

(4.) There are other Societies again, which 
lavc made a Compound Government out of 

veral of thefe; fo the ancient Roman Go- 
ernnnent had the Paires, or Patricii, or 5^?- 
lators as their Nobility, and yet xhcPlebnians 
if common People had much ihare in the 
Government too by their power in chufing 
Dfficers, ^c. The two Conjuh were gene- 
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has his part and fhare in this Authority, and 

all agreed upon by the whole Community. 
This is called a Mixed Monarchy \ and herein 
thefe three Eflates of the Kingdom are fup- 
pofed by mutual Afliilance$ and mutual Lir 
mitationSy not only to fecure the common 
Peace, the Liberty and Welfare of the Na- 
tion from Enemies, but to guard it alfo from 
any dangerous Inroads that might be mado 
upon it by any one of thefe three Powers 
themfelves. Such is the happinefs of Great 
Britain under the King^ ^iMrds^ and Com^ 
mons. 

TV. Here let it be noted, that whofoever 
has the power of making Laws, whether 
the King^ the Nobles^ or the People^ or all 
thefe together^ yet ftill the particular £xc^ 
cu tion of thefe LaWs mufl be committed to 
many particular Magiftrates or Officers, and 
they are ufually fixed in a Subordination to 
one another, each of them fiilfilling their fe« 
veral Pofls throughout the Nation, in order 
to fecure the general Peace, 

V. In all thefe Forms of Government 

, there is (as I hinted before) a CompqB or 

Agreement between the Governors and Gth 

vernedy exprels'd or imply'd, viz. that thft 

Governors (ball make it their Care and Bq^ 

neft 




icfs to proteifl the People in fheir Lives, Li- 
Derties and Properties, by reftraining or pii- 
^ifhing thole who injure, attack or aflault 
:hcni; nnd that the Governed fuhmk to he 
junifh'd if any of them are found guilty of 
ihefe Pradtices: and alfo that they oblige 
hemfelves to pay fuch Homage, Honours, 
ind Taxes, and yield fuch afliftance to the 
Governors with their natural Powers, and 
heir Money or Poifeflions, as may beft ch- 
ain the great Ends of Government and the 
:ommon Safety of the whole Society. 

VI. For this piirpofe therefore, each Per- 
bn by this Compaft willingly abridges hJm- 
;lf of fome part of his original Liberty cr 
'roperty, for the common Service of ilie 
iociety of which he is a Member: a.nd he 
rngagts himftlf witli his Powers and Capa- 




(7) 

vine Right, yet all Government is originally 
from God, as he is the Author of Nature 
and Reafon, and the God pf Order and Jus- 
tice : and every particular Government v^hicK 
is agreed upon by Men, fo far as it retains 
the original Defign of Governqient and faith-r 
fulty preferves the Peace and Liberties of 
Mankind, ought to be iiibmitted to, and isi 
fupported by the Authority of God j for it 
is God oar Creator, who by the Light 6( 
Reafon hath led Mankind into Civil Goverjiie 
ment, in order to their mutual, tielp and 
Prefcrvation, and Peace. 

In this ienie it is that the two great A* 
poftles Pefer and Paul vindicate Qvil Go-. 
vernors, and demand fubjedtioii to them from 
Chriftians. Rom.^ciii. if &c. Let every Soul 
befubjeB to the Higher J^owers ; for there is m 
-Power but of God: the Powers that be are or-- 
dairid of God. Whofoever therefore rejifietk 
the Power refifteth the Ordinance of God ^ and 
they that reftji jhall receive to t he mf elves Dam^ 
nation^ i. e. are condemn'd-, for Rulers are not 
a Terror to good Works, but to the Evil, i 
Pet.ii. 13. Submit your/elves to every Ordi^ 
nance of Man for the Lord! s fake ; whether it 
be to the King asfupreme, or to Governors as 
to them who are fent by him, for the Pwiijh^ 

mtrtt 
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prefent Peace: nor do any of thefe Rdigiona 
alter the Nature of Civil Government*. , , 
. T5L Wheneas if Qvil Government didf 
properly extend its Authority to Religion 
and the things of a future Happinefs^ no 
Government or Governors could be faid to 
be appointed of God who are of a falfe Re- 
ligion; and thpie only who know and teacl^ 
and promote the true Religion, and lead 
People in a right way to this fiiture Happi- 
nefs, could be of God's appointment ; even 
as no Government extending to Civil Things 
can be laid to be of God any further than it 
tends to promote the Civil Peace and Wel- 
fare. But if fuch an unreafonable and ab- 
furd Opinion as this were allowed, viz. that 
the Appointment of true Religion belongs to 
the Civil Government, and there is but one 
true Religion, it would cut off Civil Govern- 
ment from being an Appointment of God 
among all the Nations of the Earth, and in 
all Ages of the World who had loft the true 
Religion 4 and all thofe Nations and Ages 
would be left to everlafting Anarchy and 



* What Exception muft be made for the Jt^-wljh Govern- 
ment, which was, revealM to Mofet^ and was almoft entirely 
Divine, fhaU be taken notice of in its due place. 

C Con-: 



World under all Oovcramwte, tb^v^m f«- 
veml .things relating ;tp .ojir Civil WeJ^ 
which fcemto require the Knowle^g^r^^ 
Profeffion of a Godj as thefe Four fpriflr 
ftance : ( i .) . Witnefling in OjptrQverfienM- 
tween two Parties. (2 .) loformation iniifffr 
.minalCa&6. (3.) Security 4gMnft Secret Plots 
andMifchiefsirom itbe Pfppk. (4O QjiU^- 
ing> againft ;Oppre0ku AP^Injui^^oepf jt^ 
Riilers. Let us^conCd^r d^ach cffttl^.lbidir- 
.tinaiy.. ■■ f'--'- . "' , •:■ .. ■ ■■. V 

(i:) TJaeGaTe of. ITi/ffi^ M 
*^s bet^in iifiBooccntendif^^ ^Parties requires 
the Acknowiedgmfiiito£a:Gbd. PM'tly^$hro' 
'^eilgndrahcoof Men; and partly thco'ftbeir 
evlltnfe^nitions. there will beControTei^fies 
frequehtiy Klifiii^^aiotlg the People^ 1 which 
muft^ be dtiterttiiii'd l)y ^the Ma^iflrate 4g a 
Judge' bf Ri^t aftd- Wrongs Now in order 
to fear^h into the Truth of Things and. the 
Right of particular Perfons, it is not thought 
proper for the Magiftrate ufually to give cre- 
dit to 'any Perfons in their own Caufe, when 
there is no concurrent Witnefs or Witnefles 
who declare the fame thing. 

And whereas Wknefles in many Dilutes 
abotft Property may juftly be fufpcdcd to 
warp from the Tmth thro' private lofluedces, 

C a 




Sed. 2. and an Oath n^effkry. . J^ 

tices which tend 16 t)ie Injur; ofiMankkidk 

to. the Ruin of all Government and Peaqe in 

a Nation, and yet thcfy canaoi; perkapc|^fap 

found out by the Eyes of Men foon enough 

to prevent the Miicfaief intended.; TherefpFp 

the Belief and awful Senfe of fome all-know* 

ing and over^ruUng Power is needful to guard 

the evil- Minds of Men. 9gainft, contriving 

thefe iecret miichievous Practices, and t))e 

Profeifidn.of tljris Belief is a necefiary Qand 

of common Union and Safety* 

(4.) The ' Acknowled^ent of a God is 
nccel&ry to guard Officers and'Rulersfrem 

(^pr effing the People. MagiftratejS or Qfficcrs 
themfelves may be eafily inclined or tempt- 
ed to negleft their Duty to the People, they 
may be brjbed or frightened to pa^s wicked 
and unjuft Judgments on Men, or to com- 
mit grievou^. Outrages and A&s of VioleiK^e 
upon them, if tjbcy have jio KnoMrledge n^r 
Belief of any fuperior Power who rules t^e 
World, and will punifh Unfaithfulnefs, I(ji- 
juftice, Violenqe, Gppreflion -and Fahhood 
in all Raniks. of his Creatures, whether High 

aW 

or Low, Rich or Poor. ... 

II. In order therefore to a peaceful and 
fuccefsful Government, and to the Preferve- 
tion of every Man in his Rights and Lihor- 

ties, 
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(bould not or could not V found out by th; 
icarchofMen. 

And let it be obferved that zxiOatb or an 
Appeal to God concerning Truth always ino^ 
plies in it^ that we hope for a Blefli^g frooi 
this God upon our Fidelity if we Ipeak the 
Truths but that we intiprecate the Vengeance 
of this God to fall upon us if we knowingly 
Ipeak what is falfe^ or a£t contrary to our 
Covenants or Ingagements. 

IV. I would fain have it obferv'd alfo yet 
further^ that it will be a much more effedual 
means to fecure Mankind from Perjury, and 
from every degree of FaUhood or Violation 
of an Oath, if the Oath were always admi- . 
niftred by the Magiftrate with the utmoft 
Solemnity, and if the Words in which an 
Oath is form'd did exprefs the Imprecation 
or Curfe upon FaKhood ftrongly and terribly^ 
rather than if it exprcfs'd only the Blefling 
upon Truth and Faithfulnefe. And I have 
often thought that one Reafon why there ig 
fo much Perjury in our Nation, and the Re- 
ligion of an Oath has fo little force upon the 
Confcicnces of Men, is becaufe ia our com- 
mon Form, So help me God, the Blefling 
only is exprefs'd, and the Curfe is concealed 
and only iropl/d at a diftanccj fo that very 

tew 
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Oath, to fulfil their mutual Duties and En- 
gageqients of Protcdion and Obedience. In 
Great Britain the Kings are ingaged hereto, 
by their Coranation-Oatb, and the People by. 
the O^b cf Allegiance. 

VL k fcems to me alfo very proper, tha< 
the outward -Cereiaony or A&ion which is 
ufed in Swearing,^ whether it be lifting up 
tbe Hand^ or kijji^g the Book^ &c. be pub^ 
Jickly and authoritatively declared, not to 
be defign'd as a Religious Ceremony^ whereby 
wc pay honour to God in the Ad of Swear? 
uig, but that it is ufed only as a Civil Gefiure 
or Sign^ whereby we teftify to the World 
that we do call God to witncfs to ttie Truth 
^of what we fpeak. Hereby we fhall fecurc 
many icrupulous Perfons from the fear of 
takiug aji Oath with that Sign, left they 

• fhould thereby worfhip the Great God by 
Ceremonies invented by Men, which many 
good Subje<^s have thought unlawful. Or 
if they do ftill really fcruple any particular 
Gefture or outward Sign, their Oath ex- 

^ prefs'd in full and ftrong Language fhould 
be taken without it. 

VII. If any particular Perfons of known 
Sobriety fhould declare folemnly, that from 
a Principle of Confcience they fcruplc the 

D Foria 
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orm of an Oath ora iofemn Appeal to GoJ 
ancerning theTruth, I think they are bound 
fome proper fatrsfadlioii' to the Go^ 
ernment, that 'the Form of Words which 
ley ufe in Witneflitig, in Affirfliations of 
■omires, &c. Ihall fce'&fem'd inallrefp'eds 
^ual to the Obhgation 6f an Oirth, 'di'z. that 
neir Cohfciences are equally botind by it 
efore God, and that they fliall' incur the 
ime Penalties among Men by the Violation 
hereof. This will relieve the people that are 
ailed ^akerSj who will not take any Oath : 
nd indeed without fome fuch fecurity no 
'erfon is fit to enjoy the Privileges of Civil 
government, nor to be a Member of any 
itate, who refufes to bllid his Truth by ah 
)ath. 
VIII. And therefore if there be any Per- 
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to his Neighbors and his Governors. For 
where- ooe Party. caQnot ojr \vill not efFec- 
tualiy oblige thcmfelves to Allegiance inid Ft 
delity, the oth^:. Party is not bound to afford 
thepi Civil Protc<9:i6fi and the Privileges of 
the 'Government; 'Hbw'far the Pcrpijis are 
concerned in this matter,let others judge: but I 
(bajll jb#v( occaiion to mentio;i this hereafter. 

.IX, I'ttfiU not ftay hereto debate whijther 

it he nie»flr^ry for this purpofe of Swearing 

for the. Ufes: of Giyil /Qosvernment, that Mea 

ihoutd ^kpO\yledge ;pne fingle Almighty 

Poster,' ::/f^. the t me God in oppofitipn to 

all &Ue.God^: for it is certain that fome 

GQyeFameptSj who v^rorfhip'd Idols or falfe 

^Go^Si ;4id believe that thefe inviiible Powers 

^wx}|]}4cpiiniih Inju{li9e and Fraud among 

.M^j j^nd thereby did maintain and fecure 

themfelves^ and m^de their Nation tolerably 

.peaceful and flpun£kung for Years pv Ages* 

Bm* .{-His-^^y jpe ai^^ted with abundant £- 

vidfince .^nd Xru|tht jtt^ti.the common Ac- 

.Iwoyrledgment of tfe;. Qne living and true 

'God, . hpth by Princp?; an^i. People^ by the 

.GoyerQ9r9 and Governied; is by far the bcfl; 

and furcft Band Q£;!GQver|in|92;it ^and xhp 

.oommon Peace: but I ihaUhave,occaiion to 

.aiwtion thisalfo.AfemaytiL ; .;. . 4 

D 2 SECT. 
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tbM'kao^^ tl^B0>* ind cm |»ri](h Faife- 
h<ie4 >lo4 ftcret Crime;, is^iticeflaty fo Go* 
v&nindtef^ lliefdihaakl be ibmeGbre tflkok 
by daeGovdrioit dbat the KnoinMge of thu 
fiiffeiiof iiit>fibl6 Powte flicjkid beYome way 
{^abtstitndd or^ |iropi^ated imdto^ all the 




CV. AndvUiitf 'tis poffikfo <tt|7Mhkstea 
ttefitre) thatdieteltef afldtelinl$Vv>ledgiliieift 
of feveral Gods, Who are AVMgitri tif Fidfi»- 
iidod and iecretMifchief, itit^brtdAfittent 
Wnh 'tbe toienible Wd&r^ 4dd €(i«tt«enien- 
%ib0i(>f tte^te, yet it fotift b^ ^takA that 
'l^^fSfT&i^ bf^ie^Iief of ^lab^ Gods hath 
^O-nfiich Abfiii-dity iA ft,. 4ndid le conlrary 
to Ae 'Ligfo 6f Natttrej tint taHSf IhcoiiT^ 
tii»hSeft nAy Mie frism it| atid^^tiiefefbre h 
- H' ti^g^ ^hpec that' th^ Exiftende iaad Fer- 
-ftOk^i ^Prd^idehce and natOriii and mo- 
)y Gbv^ranoreiit of the Ont mit God fhoutd 
be fome way mddfei kiieWh ^i^' the Natioi^ 
tb^ether with the natural Veneration or Re* 
.vcrcncc TtHat iTSuc to him Froni all Men. 

VL. Whether l;he Belief ^d ProfefTion of 
ijie One trtfe CM j^uld ht iiEhpofed on dl 
the Nation under any Penalty, I leave others 
to detennine. I rather think it fhould not; 
ahd that for theie throe Reafoas. 
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(2.) If the Members of any State or Go- 
yernment happen to be Heathens or Idolaters^ 
or perhaps ManicbeeSy who believe two So- 
vereign Principles or Powers, one of Good, 
t'other of Evil, (3c. they may be invited and 
inclined to hearken to the Principles of true 
Religion and Cbrijiiamty^ if they are not 
uttedy difoDuraged. by finding Penalties laid 
upon their miflaken Belief; and they might 
by the fame Gentlenefs continue their fa- 
vourable Opinion of us, and grow up by 
degrees into Believers of the one true God. 
I might repeat the fame thing concerning the 
.Heathen Neighbors of fuch a State or Go- 
vernment, and Strangers who come to.traf-* 
fiick with them. By feeing the Gentlenefs 
and Goodnefs of fuch a Chrijiian Nation, 
they by degrees may attend to the Gofpel of 
Cbrijly and be converted and become his Dis- 
ciples, and may be allftred to unite them- 
felves and their Riches and Powers to fup- 
port this Government. Penalties may make 
Diflemblers and Hypocrites, but good Chri^ 
Jiiam are not to be made this way. 



"•r- 



domSy who by his Prophets gave yeroboam ten Tribes, who 
.cat off his Pofterity and anointed Jehu^ and again cut olF his 
Pofterity^ and did what he pleafea in altering the Succeifions 
of their Kings ; Jehovah the holy one QlTlfratl who was 
their God was alfo their Kin^. 

E (3.) 
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yil. As thofc Perfons who are appointed 
by the Government to teach the People the 
Civil Rules or Statutes of the Land, fhould 
be well inftruAed in them themfelves. that 
as far as poflible the People might never be 
IjBd into a miftake in Matters wherein their 
Lives and Properties are concern'd; fo for 
the iame re^fon, the Perfons that fhould be 
appointed by the State to inftru6t the People 
in the Knowledge of a God and the Religion 
of an Oath, and to aojuaint them with the 
Rules of thefe perfbnal and focial Yertues 
which are fo ncceffary to good Government, 
I fay^ thefe Teachers fhould be themfelves 
well inftrufted in the Knowledge of God, 
of Vice and Vertue, and be alfo to all ap- 
pearance pious and vertuous and loyal, prac-^ 
tifing that Reverence to God, and thofe Civil 
s^nd Moral Laws which they teach, that with 
more fuccefs they may inflrudt the People in 
thefe things which are of fo much impor^ 
tance to their Civil Welfare and the Prcfer- 
. vation of the Government. 

Vill. As Taxes are raifed by the State, 
and Cufloms and Tributes of various kinds 
j[uflly impofed by the Government, in order 
tp defray the publick Expences and to pay 
the publick Officers ; fo it feems reafonable 

E ? that 
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OfPublick Teachers. Se€^ 
: thofe publick Officers who are appointed 
inftrudl: the People in the Knowledge of 
Laws of the Land, and in the Knowledge 
:hefe Vertues and Vices which afredt the 
il Society, as well as in the Knowledge of 
iod who will puni(h fecret Wickednefs, 
in the Sacrednefs and Solemnity of an 
h, which is the Bond of Government, 
ly, it is reafonable that thefe publick 
.chers fhould be paid or fupported out of 
Civil Li^, if 1 may fo exprefs it, or the 
bote raifed for the fuppoit of Civil Go- 
iincnt, fince the Support and Peace of 
Civil Government fo much depends upon 

ind perhaps we might venture fo far as to 

that the Preachers of natural Religion 

ill the more neceliary and obvious Doc- 
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trines and Duties of it, which have io evi« 
dent a Connexion with the Civil Proipe-* 
rity and Welfare of the State, may be law- 
fully maintain'd by the Government out of 
the national Tribute appointed to fupply the 
Civil Lifts but I affirm it qot at prefeot. 



S E C T. IV. 

Of the Pe(^Ie*s Attendance on thefe Publick 

Teachers. 

J. TWT^^ a %^/(?;i arifes here, if there 
X^ are publick Officers appointed to 
teach the Laws of the Land, and alio to 
teach the Things that relate to the Know- 
ledge of the true God, the Religion of an 
Qath, and thofe Vertues and Vices which 
concern the Civil Intercfts of the Society, 
may not the fupreme Power likewife oblige 
the People at certain feafons to come and at- 
tend the Leftures of thefe publick Teachersf, 
fiippofing that thefe Times and Seafons are ib 
wifely adjuftcd as not to interfere with the 
Civil Interefts of Mankind or of that Na- 
tion f 

IL 
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ment8, or to obftru6): or prevent or too much 
curtail and diosinifh religious Services, or th£ 
neceilary Duties wherein Confcience obliged 
each of them to pay fpecial Honors to the 
God they profefi; of which hereafter. 

IV. *Tis granted indeed, that the y^w5 lb 
l(mg as they were a Nation under a diftindk 
Government of their own, were a^hially 
under a ^eocracyi God was their political 
Head and their King;|and therefore the C^ 
vil and the Religious Concerns of that Na- 
tion were more intermingled one with an- 
other in the fame Pages of the Bible ; and 
the religious Obfervation of certain Days and 
Times was appointed by-God, as the ptrti^ 
cular Governor of that Land as well as the 
univerfal Lord of Confcience ; which Land 
was not very large in its whole extent. But 
thefe Peculiarities of Government cannot be 
apply'd to any other Nation or People what- 
foevers nor even to the yews at prefent, who 
are now no united Nation, but are abandon'd 
by God their King to be a icatter^d People 
throughout the Earrh. Tho' nothing caii 
be inferred from the fpecial Laws of the ytfi^s 
about Days appointed for publick Worfliip 
under fevere Penalties, which would jaikify 
other Magiftrates in enadtmg fuch Laws, yet 

tfac 
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^lyxkuttous in appointing Penalties^ tho' a 
Lawthas btit fmall force v^ithout them. 
- VI. -But it will be objcded here in oppb- 
fltioh to atiy fuch Penalties; fincc God only 
is tiifc Lord of Confciehce, no Government 
has afay: Right or Authority to impofe any 
thing- '^1 the Confciences of its Subjeds^ 
v^hich they folemnly declare or fwear they 
believe- to^ibe unlawful or ofienfive to God, 
(as fliall be more particularly fhewn after* 
ward s) fuppofe then any Perfbns fhould pre- 
tend Uieir Confcience does not permit them 
to attend upon thefe eflablifh'd moral Lec- 
tures of the Veneration due to a God, and the 
variotis Civil Duties to Men on thofe Days 
or ar thofe Seafons that are appointed by the 
State* for thefe Le^ures: a^ for inftance, 
iiippole = a Chrijiian in a Turkijh Country 
be appointed to attend dn thefe publick 
Le£fcdres on the Lord's Day or Sunday which 
heaccbuntsrfacred; or fuppofe a 3^^<ie; fhould 
be required to give his attention to them.on 
a Saturday^ which is his Sabbath 5 would not 
this be a Violation of the Rights of Con^ 
icience, if this attendance on thefe eflablifh'd 
Leduries were impofcd with a Penalty ? 

I mufl anfwer flill, that Confcience la 
things relating to God muft npt be impofed 

F upon,. 



^ ■^affptaiiom of'mtplete Sefl; 'e. 

ion from tlte 'Government, upon the AUb^ 
;iance of its Parents; and to enjoy all tholS 
'rivileges which a Minor is capable of. 

III. But what if we fliould fuppofe th^ 
Jemberfliip arifmg from his Parents, toge- 
her with the Privileges thereof iliould ceafe 
fhen he , arrives at age? I enquire thei^ 
I'hether it may not be a very prefer thing 
hat every Perfon or at leaft every Man^ af 
he age of twenty-one Years fliould in fonie 
^ourt of Juftice or before fome Magiftrate 
e required by Law to declare or profefs this 
lis Veneration of aGod, andhlsobedientRe* 
;ard to thefe Mora! and Gvil Laws, (whiciV 
tis fuppofed he has learnt in the great an4 
;eneral Articles of them) fo far as they are 
onfiftcnt with his Duty to God; and this in 
irder to become a perfonal Partaker of the 
'rivileges of the Government for the reft of 
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thority of Men in Civil Government cannot 
reach ♦• 

SECT. V. 

He Ratifications of complete SuijeSts of the 
State^ and of the Magiftrates thereof. 

I. ' I ^HUS far then we have proceeded, 
'X and it appears that the knowledge 
of a God, and of the Duty of Obedience to^ 
Governors in Civil Things according to the 
Laws of the Land, together with moral Du- 
ties that are neceflary to the Welfare of the 
Community and the Support of Govern- 
ment, ought to be taught to all the People, 
and I think the People ought to attend and 
learn fomething of them. 

11. It muft be always granted and allowed 
in all Governments, that during the State of 
Infancy or Minority every Perfon born in 
the Nation, and efpecially every Child of a 
Member of the Community, is to be efteem'd 
fo far a Member of it, as to receive Protec- 
tion 

' * Note^ this Sedion as well as this whole Treatife was 
written a long time before the Adt about -reading the Law 
made againft the Murderers of Captain Poricotu in Scotland 
wa3 firamed or thought of. 



OfPuhlick Worjhip on the Se£t. 6.' 
ito the ipeculative Opinions of Men and" 
leir peculiar Formalities of Worfhip, in or-' 
er to judge whether they fiiould be made 
JiBcers in the State? " 

V. Would there alfo be any unrcafonable 
[ardftiip or any Inconvenience in it, if fuch 

Civil Officer who is found guilty of the 
ublick Violation of the Civil or Moral Laws 
f the State, fliould be expofed to a double 
'enaltyupon theTrangreflionofany of thefe 
iloral or Civil Laws ? Or fometimes perhaps, 
f the Penalty be a Fine, may it not be made 
enfold or more according to the Quality or 
!;!haradler of fuch an Offender? Would nat 
his be a more powerful means of keeping 
)oth Magiftrates and People within the Rules 
)f Virtue and publick Safety ? 
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^Religion to be performed toward him be^ 
iides the Religion of an Oatk 

It comes now to be inquired, whiether the 

Acknowledgement of a God in a fufiicient 

jhanner to anfwer the Purpofes of Civil Go- 

.vernment^ 4Q€S not alfb imply and demand 

ibme publick Veneration of Worfhip to be 

paid to Kini at (certain Seafons^ that the 

World may fee, as far as outward Adiions 

. can.maBifefl it, that we believe and reverence 

a Divine Power ? This was fuppofed to bd 

fo-neceflary to the Eftablifhment of a State 

. upon proper Foundations, that Mr. Locke^ 

that great Patron of Liberty, in the Lavvs 

Ivhich he drew up for Carotinay appointedi 

that no Man fhould have any Eftate or Ha- 

bitation in it that does not acknowledge a 

. God, and that this God is publickly and 

. folemnly ' to be worfliipped. zArticleq^. . 

IL Now the moft natural j obvious and 

■ « ■ ■ ■ 

iieceflary Parts of Worfliip are Praife and 
Adoration of this God, en account of his 
Powers and Perfedions, the Invocation of 
Jhim by Prayer for the Bleflings we ftand iii 
ticed ofj and Thankfgiving for the Bleflings 
we have received, acknowledging all that we 
iiave^ even our Being and our Comforts, td 
be derived originally from him^ 

o ill; 
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may be feveral Seds in the Nation who may 
think it neceflary to worfhip him with the 
Addition or Mixture of their peculiar Rites 
and Ceremonies, which they fuppofe Divine, 
whenever they come before him ; and there« 
fore they fhould never be compell'd to attend 
this natural Worfhip. Cbrijiians would fayt 
^y ace particularly required to worfhip the 
true God in the Name and by the Mediation 
cijejiis Chrijiy according as our Lord has 
tou^ thenu John xiv. 6. No Man cometb 
to the Father hut by me. John xvi. 24. £?/* 
tbertoye have asiednotbir^ in my Name^ ask 
ami ye /hall receive. And St. Paul tells u^ 
that whatever we do^ (and eipecially in Di« 
vine Worflupy of which he is- there fpeak- 
ingi) U Jhould be all in the Name ofCbrifi. 
CbLiiL 17. Wbatfoever ye do in Word or 
Deed^ do all in tbe Name of the Lord Jefus^ 
givif^ thanks to God and tbe Father by bim. 
Now a Cbrifiian may think it unlawful tq 
come and worfhip even the One true God to- 
gether with the Deijls^ and to join with them 
in thofe Prayers and Praifes which are not 
offer'd in the Name of Cbriji or by his Me- 
diation, and therefore he fhould never be 
cdnfbain'd to attend this Natural Worfhip 
by any Penalty. 

G 2 VL 
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, Vni, If this might, be allowed, there 
woiild be. then indeed a fprt of natural Re^ 
Hg^on (which is the Foundation of all true 
ro^eaFd H^Ugi^n) which might be taugh( 
univerially to all the People, whiqh might 
he pradtifed and eftabliihed thro' the Nation, 
^nd perhaps be fupported by the State; But 
(^11 1 fear th^ univerfal Attendance on this 
Worfhip could not be commaQded under any 
Penalty, bccaufe all Chrifiian People will not 
pr cannot iatisfy their Confciences with th$ 
Satoo propofed ; and perhaps other Sedts may 
^liflike it too upon the fiime Foundation, 

IX. And befides, many. Peribns may find 
their Confciences diflatisfy'd with the Men 
whom the State ihaU choofe to oiler up their 
*i^ial Worfliip to God ; thicy may be diflati^ 
fy'd with other Exprefliohs or other Omif- 
£on8' in the publick Worlhip or in the ap- 
pointed Forms thereof, befides thofe which 
I have mentioned ; they n!iay be alfb diflatif^ 
fy-d to have Communion in Worfliip with a 
Congregation of DeiJiSy or with mere Uni" 
taridn Worfhippers, if they profefs the Holy 
Scripture and the Trinity. Many Scfts may 
4eclare their Confciences are really diffatis- 
fyy with this Worfliip, becaufc all Men arc 
^und to ojp^r their beft unto Ood, and they 
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vho is the original Author and fupremo 
Guardian of the natural Rights of his Crca* 
ures: nor will any wife and righteous Go* 
'ernment indulge fuch mifchievous pretenra* 
if Confcience or Divine Revelation, tho' in 
ny other Cafe I iee not that any Governors 
lave a Right to forbid it. 

III. The Great God who gave us all Rca*. 
on and Confcience, never appointed the 
lonfcienccj nor theReafon, nor the Will of 
me Man abfolutely to appoint the Religious 
>uties of another ; except always in cafe of 
nfancy, where Confcience or Reafon is not 
;rown up to its proper Exercife, and Parents 
re intrufted with the Education and the 
leligion of their Children till they can learn 
or themfelves the Knowledge of God and 
heir Duty to him. 
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IV. Where Pcrfbns therefore profefs the 
Obligations of Confcience to any reveaPd 
Religion, and claim the Right of Worfhip 
which arifes thence, it muft always be grant- 
ed; but ftill with this Provifoj as was faid 
befbfCj that none of thefe Pretences to Divine 
Revelation, none of thefe peculiar Forms or 
PraAices to which Men are bound by their 
Conicienccis^ be inconfiflent with the Peace 
of the State, the Welfare of their Neighbors, 
and the Support of the Civil Government: 
for it 18 hot to be fuppofed that the Great 
God Would ever reveal and appoint any thing 
to be believed or pradlifed as a matter of Re-^ 
ligion, by Creatures who muft dwell under 
fome CSvil Government, which fhould be 
inconfiftent with Civil Government itfelf or 
the common and focial Welfare of Man- 
kind. 

For this very Reafon it is that no Religion 
hath a Right to be tolerated which profeffes 
and. maintains the Perfecution of other Re- 
ligions, or which binds down Perfons under 
Penalties to atft in the things of God contrai'y 
to thcir^nfciences 3 becaufe this is injurious 
to Mankind in general, and invades the jult' 
and natural Liberties of Men, and thereby 
breaks in upon the Peace of the State« 

H And 
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And for the fame Reafon no Perfon, what- 
jever Religion he profefles, can claim Tole- 

tion for himfelf in the Practice of it, who 
(Tcrts and maintains a Right to perfecute o- 
Religions befides his own : fuch a Pcr- 
)n is a common Nuifance to a State, for his 
'rinciples are inconfiftent with the Peace of 
'ivil Society: and befides, what Reafon can 
e have to claim that Toleration for himfelf 
I'hich he refufes to others? 

V. Where particular Perfons of the fame 
Leligion fhall unite in Societies for religioua 
'urpofcs, with this Provijo of the Safety of 
he State, there the State has not only no 
light nor Authority to forbid them, but the 
Uilers of the State are obliged to guard and 
iroted: them from Infults and Injuries in the 

njoyment of all their natural Liberties and 
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l)y our Savior, Render to Cafar the things that 
are Cafar^s^ and to God the things that are 
God^s. The Peace of the State and its Civil 
IVelfare belongs to Cafar ^ and he vk to be 
lionor'd and fupported by proper Tribute for 
this Purpofe ; but Confcience belongs only to 
Gorf, and no C€efar on Earth hath any Right 
to invade it. 

VI. Nor has any Civil Ruler whatfaever 
lany Right to require or command the People 
to profels and pradtile that Peculiar Religion 
which he profeffes under any Penalties,: bcr 
caufc the Peculiarities of this or of any other 
Sc^ of Religion are not neceflary for the 
'Goo4 of the State. A Man may be in ail 
f^^iCts as ufeful and valuable a Member and 
-Stipporter of the State, tho* he profels and 
-pra£tife fuch a peculiar Religion as is very 
dificrent from what the Rulers profefs or 
pra&ife, and in fome refpefts perhaps con- 
trary to it. ' 

VII. Whatfoever Sedls or Societies of Men 
agree together in any of thefe fuppofed re- 
vealed Religions, or any religious Ceremor 
-Dies, Forms or Pradices, which their Con-r 
iciences think neceflary, they muft agree alio 
upon particular T^ifnes and F laces for their 
peculiar Excrcifes of publick Worfhip; and 

H 2 Xhe?! 
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one or other worfhipping Society 3 J beg leaiii: 
indeed to <]uery, whether feventeen Years 
are an Age pf fufficient Difcretion for every 
youpg Perfbn to determine that Point. Per* 
haps the Age of one and twenty ipay be 
^arjy enough, 

IX, As Places muft be agreed upon for 
ibcial \yorfhip, fo alfo niuft the 7//;?^. Now 
iijppoie the Time which feme particular 
j^C^ ^^ upon for their Exercifes of Reli- 
jgiQft are believed by them tp be made facred 
for Worfliip by diving Appointment, fuch as 
Friday of the lurks ^ Saturday, of the yews, 
^nd Sunday of the Chrijiians\ and fuppoip 
^efe very Days or part of thefe Days fhould 
}pc appointed by the State for fome Civil Pur^ 
pofes ; as for inftance, if in a Heathen or ^ 
^urkijh Government the People fhould be 
required to appear at a publick Market, or 
at a Court of Juftice for Witnejfles or Jury- 
pien, or for a publick Tajcation, or for Ex- 
jcrcife of the Miljtia on a Saturday or Sunday^ 
furely I think the State could not be cenfur*d 
and made criminal for appointing fuch a Day 
fpr thefe Purpofes, unlefs they did it on pur- 
pofe tp diftrefs any of their Subjects *. But 

what 
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* I think the State could not be made criminal for ap« 
poiiiting fuch a Day for Civil Affairs, which fome or other 
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'hat muft a Je'iD or a Chriftian do in fuch a 
lafe? or what Penalties may the State enaft 
)r the negleft of Obedience to this Law? 
X. I anfwer'in'the^r/?p!ace, thatifthe 
ling required be an 'Action really and plainly 
eccffary for the prefent and immediate Wei- 
ire and Prcfervation of the Slate or Country, 
le Jew or the Chrijlian might jnnocently 
jmply with the Call of the State in a Cbrt- 
ian or in a JeiOifj Country, -and then 'tis 
srtainly lawful to do the fame in 'turkey-, 
; for inftance, the repelling of an Invafion, 
le ftopping of a general Inundation, the 
uenching of Fire, and the Prefervation of 
,ives from imminent Deflrudlion. This is 
llow'd on all hands, and is not efteem'd a 
riminal Prophanation of Sacred Time. 
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which are not neceilary at that particular timey 
and which in their opinion would criminally 
prophatie the Days that \htJewsoiCbriJiiam 
call Holy ; then it feems proper and neceflary 
that the yew fhould prcferve his Saturday as 
well as the Chrijiian his Sunday facred for Reft, 
and divine Worfhip, as preferring Obedience 

to Giul rather than Men : and I think he muft 

■ « 

confeqUcntly fubmit to fuch Penalties as the 
State thinks neceflary Sot the publick Wel- 
fare. I fee not how this can be avoided. 
The State muft be the Judge. 

XXL The State therefore in fuch Caies, as 
t laid before, ought to injoin no other Pe- 
nalty for fuch Ncgle6ts, than a wife and 
tender Father would impofe upon a Child 
who loves and honours him, when he is 
conftrain'd to negledt fame part of his Fa- 
ther's Commands in order to obey God and 
his Confcience : And the Penalty or For- 
^it of each Man for negled: in fuch a Cafe 
muft neceflarily be fmall, when it is mea« 
fared by and adjuftcd to the Detriment 
which it is fuppofed the State may receive 
firom each fingle Perfon*s abfence or negledt 
of the required Hour and Civil Service ap- 
pointed by the State. Or if the Penalty 
ihould be reduced a little below the Detri- 
ment 
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lent the State can be fuppoled to fuftain 
y the Ncglcdl, I think it would not be a- 
lifi, fince 'tis an Expreffion of Tendernc^ 
3 the Confciences of good Men, who arc 
1 all other refpe£ts faithful and obedient to 
lie State, 

XIII. And after all, every private Perfon 
luft be left to his own Confcience, to judge 

determine how far the Adion required by 
be State would prophane the Day which he 
alls facred, and whether God calls him to 
omply with the Orders of State, or to refufe 
:, and fubmit to the Penalty : Always fup- 
ofing that the Chrijiian (houM not intirely 
egledl the publick Worfliip of God on a 
'unday nor the Jew on a Saturday; but as 
ir as poflibte, Ihould chufe thofe Hours for 
le Worfhip of God, which are beft fuited 
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htcaatc die Cbttrch of Cbrift being t6 be 
tailed tip in all Nations^ the Cdnfciences of 
yottng Cbriftians might be put undiec too fe- 
vefe a Bdndage in fdme places, where the 
Demands of the State might greatly inter-^ 
iere with the Religion of the Sunday i eipe'^ 
cially if the peculiar Obligations to keep the 
Day \i^ fo very ftridt, and the Prohibi- 
tionS; were fo fevere as was injoin'd to the 
yews. " \ ' 

XVi Yet .ftiU 1 think it muft be granted. 
If Wfc would keep up any ferious Scnfe of 
Religion and the Returns of publick Worfhip, 
one Day in feven is little enough in general 
to be devoted to that Purpofc, which both 
the ye^s and Cbrijiians believe to be divinely 
appointed. 



SECT. vm. 

Of a Particular Religion profefs^d by tbi 

Ruling Powers. 

I. A Nother^^/(7» arifes here. If the 
JTjL fupreme Power of the State or Ci- 
vil Government profeflcs fome particular re- 
vcal'd Religion, or worfliips the Great God 

I with 
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TcfRrf^fMcn is not hearty and voluntary, 
and therefore 'tis not Religion, and Can ne- 
ver be pleafing to the Great God. 

III. But I cannot yet fee any fufficient 
Reafbn why a State (hould appoint the Pe- 
culiarities of any revealed Religion or the 
ipedal Rites and Ceremonies of any partis 
cular Worfhippersi or the Men who celc* 
brate them to be fupported at the publick 
Charge: for thefe Pccaliarities are not ne^* 
ctS&itf to the Prcfcrvation of the Slate, not 
Xo the cotnm9n outward Civil Welfare of i 
people; 'aiid I think the Power of the Ma* 

gikriit reaches no further. 

Nor'will I venture to fay that Taxes ot 
Tenths or Twelfths or any Subfidy fhould 
be ,raUed by the State for any other end than 
the Civil Welfare of the State requires. If a 
Heathen Prince impofe a Tenth Penny as a 
-Tax 10 maintain Heathen Worflii^, would a 
Chrijiian willingly pay it, and think bimielf 
bound in Confciehce to do it ? 

Is not this evidently the Reafon why the 
People called fakers in our Nation at home 
or abroad, refufe to pay the Tythes to the 
Clergy of the Church oi England^ or of other 
Chrijiian Churches, becaufe they preach and 
pradife many things in Religion which the 

I Z j^uaker 
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kiod ihopld ever be impofed on the Pi^bple 
in order to encourage and maintain thb-pe- 
culiar Ceremonies or Sacrifices^ Preachings 
or Mioiftrations of any fuppofed reveal'd Re- 
ligion beyond what is natural or what is no- 
ceflary for the State. Such Taxes may per- 
haps with as much Juftice be impofed to 
maintain any other expenfive and capricious 
Humors of a Prince^ which have no relation 
to the Civil Welfare or to Religion. 

And befides^ this Impolition of fuch a Tax 
might give a difguft to fome of the People 
who profeis a very diiFerent Religion, and 
hinder or difcourage them from coming to 
Jiear the Laws of the Land and Le&ures of 
Moral Vertue which the State requires to b6 
pubUfh'd and taught at that Time and in that 
PUce^ Would not a Cbrijiian Subjefl: under 
9 Pa^an or Mahometan Prince think it hard 
to be required to hear Lectures of the jilco^ 
ratiy and of Jkf^i&aw^/'s Follies, or of the Re- 
veries of the Heathen Priefts and Poets, of 
JMars^ Bacchus^ Apollo^ Diana^ &cc. from 
Week to Week inftead of Moral or Civil 
]Laws? ai)d perhaps their Confciences might 
be much ofiended at it, and they might be 
tempted to negle(ft their Attendance on and 
Acquaintance with the Civil and Moral Laws, 
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the State fiifier no Detrimentj^ but have a ftill 
Allowance made for them. 

In the lame manner we may reaiop about 
the Expences employed in Buildings, Paint- 
ings, Mathematic Sciences or any of his own 
Curiofitics, or for the Support of his owti 
peculiar Religion. If he maintain the nto* 
cef&ry Officers of the State in proper Digi^ 
nity, and keep up the necefikry Honors of 
his own Court and Houfhold as the Dignity 
of«his Poft requires, he has a liberty to iave 
more Money by Prudence and Thriftinefi for 
any lawful Diverfions, OrBuildings, or Phi- 
lofophical Experiments, or the Practice and 
Propagation of his own Religion, &c. I fay, 
he may iave fo much more of his Revenue 
for fuch Purpofes and Prafticcsi than if thefe 
Civil Expences were diftin£tly fettled and li^ 
mited by diflin(ft Parts of the Revenue ap- 
propriated to each. 

X. But if many of the People fhould be 
of a different Scdt, and fhould find that the 
Prince faves and withholds too much Money 
from the Ufes of the State and his publick 
Honor, and that he expends too much upon 
the PraAice and Propagation of a Religion 
which they difapprove, *tis poffible they may 
grow uneafy and murmur at the Largenefs of 

K their 
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Land, and this would be fboie fort dhfjia^ 
bliftfd RtUgim. . ^ ^^'f^A^ 

IL I enquire here then in the ^tik. glaQ^g; 
whether the fiipreme Po^efi- <>r Ppw.qnBor 
Legiflators of the State may aot make.L^W^ 
which (hall conilitute and require thQrRfi^^ 
^on which he or they ptofe;^^ t^ i)e prafp 
ti&d by all who are admitted to th|» Ciyjl a^d 
Military Offices thereof j^ apd y^he|.her ^mc1{ 
a Law may not rightfully c^lude all Feriopf 
who refiife to comply wit)) thi^Rej|igio% 
The Reafon given for it i^ thisj^ Sufdy evei;j^ 
Mafler in a Family may refii^ ta t^e ^m 
Servant who is not qualify'd ^% he r^i[i^i 
{18 for inftahce^ one wbo does qot l^eliffsv^ 
the BiUe, one who cgt^oqt fpeak Frm{k9lf 
Dutcbl one who is not willing to wear I|J8 I^i^ 
very, or who fcruples.tp take an Oath. }^f9^ 
is no Injury done to any Perfon wh^tfoeverit 
for 00 Man has a Right to come into an-- 
other Man's Houfe or Family and be made 
his Servant of to enjoy any Foil in hisHpufer 
hold, but by his Appointment or Qrdei(« 
Now Military and Civil Officers in the State 
are but as Servants in a great Family ; and 
no hurt is dope to any SubjeA in their- Na-- 
tural or Civil Rights or Properties, if they 
are conftantly continued .as. Subje^s und^r 
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reafoqable or juft that a Capacity of Preferf* 
9ient fliould be taken from him by Law^ 
but for fome Civil Crime or IVfifdemeanory 
bepaufe fqch an Incapacity fixed by Law is 
^ pubjick H^proach or Civil Punifhment* 

XV. I anfwer in the fecond PlacCy That it 
IS poiI}blc the fupreme ruling Power may at 
prefent profefs a different lS.eligion from al- 
moft all the People, or may fall into fuch 
Sentiments, and then furely it doth not feemr 
to be reafonable or fair to confine all inf^prior 
Magiftrates or 0(ficers to the Religion of the 
fupreme R^ler, and to forbid the People ever 
to havp any ruling Officer among them who 
is of their own Religion, or to bind down 
9II the Officers (who mufl keep the People 
under due Regulation and Obiervance of the 
Laws) to a peculiar Religion which the bulk 
of the People diflike and perhaps abhor. 
'VVo^ld not this univerfal Separation and Op- 
pofition of Religions probaHy beget fuch a 
Strangenefs and Ill-will^ between the Rulers 
and the Ruled, as might in a great meafure 
eqdanger thoie Bonds of Union and Love 
and mutual good Offices^ which fhould be 
always reciprocally maintained between the 
Rulers and the Ruled? Would it not tend 
|6 provoke the People to Sedition^ and cau 

• it 
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And who knows wltet fiirther Views may 
arifc in the Minds of the ruling Powers fhro' 
longer Obfervation and Experience, which 
may (hew them how reafonable it is to repeal 
Laws that have been formerly made, tho* at 
f hftt tkne they might generally be thought 
Aeccffiiry. Surely it can be no piece of Wif^ 
&>m"fbr*a Perfon or a Family or a Kingdom 
by any prefent Refolution or Law to preclude 
themfelves and their Poftcrity for ever from 
all poffible Advantages that might arife from 
the Change or Repeal of it in future times. 

VII. In the lajf Place I would make the 
Suppoiition that the prefent Religion both of 
Prince and People is Heathen Idolatry^ and 
then I would make thefe few Queries follow- 
ing: viz. 

(i.) If fuch a Law had been made in every 
IVation in the Days oi Heathenifm^ to exclude 
all but Heathens and Idolaters from publick 
Pofls, I query whether the Government of 
all the "European as well as Eajlern Nation's 
muft not have continued for ever Heathen? 
And whether any fecular Power or Govern- 
ment in Europe could ever have regularly be- 
come Chriftianf Now furely it would be 
hard to fay, that that could have been an 
equitable Law which fliould for ever exclude 

L a 
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becaufe their Heathen Anceflors once made 
fuch a Law? Surely the very Light of Na- 
ture teaches us that the Prince and the Peo- 
ple may joih to reverfe fuch a Law when- 
ibever they feel the Mifchief and Slavery that 
attends it; and would they be wile, to try the 
£im^ Bxperiment agaiti when they have once 
felt the Inconvenience and Bondage of it? 

(3.) May not fome excellent Perfons be 
found who are fit for any Poft: or Office in 
the Government^ whether fupreme or fub- 
or^nate^ who may profefs the Gofpel of 
Cbrifif and thus differ from the Heathen Re- 
ligion which is eflablifh'd by this Law? Per- 
fons I fay, whom the. People themfelves 
would wifh to be their Rulers and Govern 
nors^ and Perfons vtrho by the Conftitution 
haVe as much Right to it is any Othersj ex- 
cepting only their peculiar Religiom 

In an EleSiiw Government why ihould 
the People be forbid to chufe fuch iiiprenitf 
Governors among them only becaufe they 
are Cbrijiians? And why fhould the fupreme 
Power in any Kingdom, or Government 
whatfoever^ be forbid to make the fitted: 
Perfons he can find, Officers in the Army 
and the State meerly becaufe they are Chri^ 
fiiam^ Or if particular Cities or Towns or 

L a Counties 



6 Of a Religion efiablijh'4 Sed. 9. 

lounties have a Right by the Conftitutioo 
D chufc their own Magiftrates or Officer*, 
i'hy fhould they be liindred from enjoying 
lie Benefit of I'uch Magiftrates as are fup- 
lofed to be wifeft and fitteft, meerly becaufe 
hey profefs Chriftianity? Can this be for 
he Welfare of the State which the Rulers 
nd the Ruled are all bound to confult? Can 
t be any advantage to a State to have worfe 
Officers chofen into any Port, fupreme or 
iibordtnate, and to have much fitter Perfons 
ejedled, and that meerly becaufe they hold 
amcChriJiian Opinions and Praftices, which 
lave nothing to do with the State any further 
han to teach and incline all Men in all Sta- 
ions to make Mankind more fnfe and hap- 



.y? 



VIII. Thus far may be argued if the Re- 
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of the Prince, and the Ovil or Religioua 
Liberties^ the Property and Welfare of the 
People, 

Thence I would take leave to enquire whe- 
ther or no the Papijh Religion by its perfe- 
ctiting and bloody Principles, as well as hf 
its Subjection to a foreign Potentate or Prince 
even the Pope of Rome^ who pretends to ab- • 
folve Men from the moft folemn and (acred 
Bonds s I &y, whether this Roman Religion 
has not made it efFe£tually appear that nei-^ 
thcr Princes nor People can be fafe wherc^ 
focver the Papijls have Power : for I take all 
thofe Principles of Religion which allow the 
dcpofing of Kings and the perfecuting of 
People meerly on account of Religion to be 
unjuft in themfelves and inconiiflent with the 
Welfare of any State; and confequently I 
query whether any wife State fliould ever 
admit of fuch Rulers or Officers in any Poft 
whatfocyer of high or low Degree, unlefi 
they can firft clear themfelves from thefe 
wicked Principles. 

XIL In the fecond Place, I enquire whe- 
ther Perfons whofe Religion will not permit 
tbcm to give effedual Security of their Allc- 
gJancc to their Superiors in the Government, 
ff §C9urity to the People of their Proteftion, 
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fay, whether Perfons of fuch a Religion as> 
idulges Men.' in the Violation of all fQch 
lends of Security, can be fafoiy admitted td 
e fupreme or fubordinate Officers in any 
tate : for fuch Officers cannot faithfully llii.' 
ulate or contraft with their Prince to ferv© 
im; nor can Rulers cr Princes of fuch a 
.eligion ftipukte with their People to bff 
lithful in their Office : nor do I fee any way 
low fuch a Religion can effcftuallv fecuro 
be diftind Rights either of People or Prince; 
nlels this part of it be abfolutely and efFec- 
ually renounced, 

Xlll. And indeed, as I have hinted be- 
ore, fuch Perfons among the People who 
annot engage by Bonds l.iid iipnn Confcienca 
or their Allegiance and Faithfulnefs to any 

t-il Government, or wl;n think their Re- 
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is in fhort, which allows no mutual Security 
in Civil Government, which in general is 
an Ordinance of God for the Good of Man« 
kind. 

■ ■ ■ 

S E C T. X. 

Of the Power of the Prince in every 
worjhipping AJfembly. 

I. /Tr^HO' the fupreme Power of any 

1 State has no right to impoie the 

"^rofeffion or PraSice of any one peculiar 

3[leljgion upon the People, yet fince Civil 

<3ovemment is an Ordinance of God as the * 

^3od of Nature for the Welfare of Mankind, 

"•he fu|kreme Power in any Nation may poA 

^bly have a Right to command feveral things 

"»o be done in every Affembly that meets for 

divine Worfhip : as, 

11. (i.) I think they may give it in charge 
"•o every ReKgious Society, as they are Mem- 
^rs of the State, that fometimes at leaft 
^and upon proper occafions they ihould preach 
"lip Moral Duties to Men as well as the Du- 
ties of Piety towards God 5 that they fliould 
leach Men to be honefl and faithful, to be 

M kind • 
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■ompaflionate, to be fober and tem- 
Id to be dutiful to their Civil Go- 
li all thofe things which the Civil 
lave a Right to demand, and that 
Id preach againft perfonal and fecial 
■lander, Theft, Adulteiy, Drunken- 
elllng, Murder, Cruelty, Cheat- 
■lon. Sedition, Tumult, Rebellion* 
lifing Animofities and Difturbances 

c: efpecially where the Magiftrates 
Mu/ exprefles it) are not a terror to 
m:s but to the Evil, and are the Mi- 
MGoiifor Good. This is the Deiign 

l;/'s Advicej Rom, xiii, i y. Let 

1/ be /ubjeB to the Higher Powen: 

lefh the Power rejijhth theOrdinance 
\or Rulers are not a T'error to Good 

' fa the Evil: 'wherefore ye mujl 
uibjcB, 7iot only for Wrath, i.e. for 
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'rayers offer'd up for the Governors in times 
f Profperity and Peace, may they not alfo 
I'hen any Calamity or Danger attends the 
Itate or Nation, by War, Famine, Pefti- 
snce. Tumults, Gfc. I fay, may they not at 
iich Seafons appoint a certain Day or Hours 
if the Day for worfiiipping AlTemblies each 

addrefs theif God in a way of Prayer, that 
hefe Dangers may be prevented, of thefe 
]!alamities removed? Such a Civil Appoint- 
nent does not fo much as pretend to make 
he Day facred, and I think it cannot be rea- 
bnably fcrupled by Perfons of any Religion 
pon that account. 

V. I have turn'd this Queftion on all fides 
n my Thoughts, and I cannot fee any cri- 
ninal Impofition upon Confcience in fuch 
demands of the Governnient: ior if the Day 
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much time as to hinder them from the Bu- 
fincflcs of the Civil Life, beyond what is re- 
quired by thp Neceflities of the State or the 
OUigatioa of the People to promote the pub- 
lick Wel£ire. 

YL And if Seafons of Prayer may be com- 
mnded by the Government in Cafes of pub- 
M Calamity or Danger, we may by the 
•£me reafon conclude alfo, that Seafons of 
puUick Thankfgiving may be appointed 
upon any national Occafion of returning 
thanks for publlck Health, Peace, and Plen- 
ty, or ^cial Deliverance from Diftrefs or 
Danger : always provided that every religious 
Aflembly worlliip their God in their own 
ytvf and manner on fuch appointed Seafons ; 
for thofe Actions feem to be a Part of natu- 
ral focial Religion, in which the Welfare of 
the State is concern'd. 

VII. And perhaps it may not be unlawful 
for the Civil Power to lay fome Penalty upon 
thofe who without juft Excufe wilfully and 
rebcUioufly refufe to do any fuch religious 
Services for the State in fome religious Af- 
fembly or other: and perhaps a heavier Pe- 
nalty may be appointed for fuch obftmaic 
and ftubborn Spirits, as will boldly tranfadl 
any thing in publick in fuch a way of Sport 

OF 
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tion of peculiar Religions, may be eftablifti'd 
by the State; how, far fome pnblick Worfhip 
maybe required in general, and efpecially on 
particular Occafions of the publick Intereft 
of the State, and how far the People are re- 
qnittd to pay their attendance. But I can- 
not find any fufficient Power in the State or 
Government to oblige the Nation under Pe- 
oikitt to any one Form of Worfhip. If I 
ittfc in any thing exceeded the bounds of 
the juft and reafonable Rights of Govern- 
ment, or too much limited the jufl and na- 
tural Liberties or Confcience of Mankind, 
cither Princes or People, I ftiall be glad to 
be better inform'd in a Spirit of Meekneis 
and Charity, which generally attends the 
Spirit of Wifdom and Truth. 

11. The only Maxim by which I have con- 
duiSied my Sentiments thro' all this Scheme 
is this, that the Power of Civil Government 
reaches no further than the Prefervation of 
the Natural and Civil Welfare, Rights and 
Properties of Mankind with regard to this 
World, and has nothing to do with Religion 
further than this requires: but the fpecial 
Rights of Confcience and the things of Re- 
ligion, a» they relate to another Worlds be- 
long to God only. And the Gofpel of CAr^ 
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loes not pretend to ercft a Kingdom of thb , 
Vorld, and therefore it alters nothing in the, 
Mature of Civil Government. 

in. There may be many things which a 
:ealous Chriftian Ruler might think very , 
)roper to be done for the Honor of his God'_., 
ind his Savior in the publick World, and in 
he Management of the State ; and indeed he,.. 
nay do much for God in reforming a fiofiil 
Land; yet in the Peculiarities of Chriflianity 
'. find nothing that can be required or ira- 
lofed by Civil Authority, without Intrench- 
ng upon the Rights or Liberties of Man*' 
cind: and I was not willing to indulge any 
:hing to be impofed upon Heathen Subjects 
ly Chrijiian Governors, which may not alfo 
3e counted reafonable and lawful for a Hea- 
'.hen Governor to impofe upon Chrijlians-^ be- 
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ibange, or foreign Scdts or Parties in Reli- 
gbn, where they promife and pay due Alle- 
gHnce to the Rulers, fupport the Govern^ 
ment, maintain the publick Peace^ and mo« 
left not the State : nor do I fee good reafon 
to make any fuch Laws or execute any fuch 
Punifhments againfl the peaceable Preachers 
ofkny Sedt or Party, which we CAr^/^/^w 
fhoold have thought unreafonable or unlaw- 
ibl for the Civil Powers of Athens to have 
made and executed againft St. Paul^ when 
in the midft of a Heathen Nation on Mars^ 
bUl he preach'd J ejus and the RefurreBion^ 
In ail our Reafonings and Writings on this 
important Subje^ let us take heed to allow 
no fuch Power or Dominion to Men which 
would have excluded the beft of Religions^ 
that is the Religion rf Cbrift out of the 
World. 
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APPENDIX^ 

;, rTT^HE foregoing Difcourfe was begun 

X. by tracing out the Origin of Civil 

hvernment, and tlience inferring the feveral 

.ights and Powers of it, and enquiring how 

tr they would reach in any of the Affairs 
if a religious Society, and particularly of a 
Zhriftian Church. 
Let us now take a fhort Survey of the O- 
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Nations, and preaching the Goipel wherefo- 
cver they could find opportunity, converted 
Multitudes of iingle Perfons to the Cbriftian 
Faith; thefe united themfelves in little So- 
deties by agreement to afTemble together at 
certain Seafons, and worfhip God by the A« 
potties Directions thro' jfefus Chriji. 
IIL In fome of thofe fame Cities wherein 

Gbriftianity was preach'd, there were or 
might be alio feveral other Societies of Men 

under the fame Civil Government, united to- 
gether by peculiar Agreements among them- 
felves for different Purpofes. 

Let us now fuppofe for inftance in the 
City of Corinth there might be a College of 
fbilojbpbersy a Society of Painters or Anti^ 
guaries^ a Synagogue of Jews^ an Affembfy tf 
Leifls^ and a Church ofChriftiam. 

IV. Each of thefe being voluntary Socie- 
ties chufc their own Prefidents, Teachers, 
and other OfEcers out of their own Body as 
they ftood in need of them, in order to re- 
gulate the Affairs of their Society: and they 
^ themfelves contriv'd and agreed upon Rules 
and Laws for the Government of their own 
Society, except where their original Founder 
had left them certain Rules and Direftions, 
to which they confented to fubmit. 

V. 
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determined by the Church idelf, either the 
Pcq>le or their Officers, and not by their 
Gvil Governors *. 

VI. Yet ftill let it be remember'd that the 
Power of the State or the Civil Government 
k fttpreme over all theie Societies and their 
Officers^ in a!l things which relate to the 
Ben and Welfare ot the Nation or the Ci- 
tjTi and none of them have any Right to do 
mj thing contrary to the Good of the Ck\\ 
or die Civil Government. 

As for infiance. If the Colledge cfPhi.c-:^ 
^kers profefs and maintain the Opinion ox a 
poblick Community of Wives, or of expo- 
fing or murdering their Children, if the Sj^ 
fu^tgue of the Je^^s (hould refufc to give any 
Pledges of their Allegiance to Heathen Go- 
vemors, if the Cbrifiiam fliould pretend that 
Qvil Dominion is founded in divine Grzce, or 
that the Saints (hould rife and take theCirv, 
br that no Faith is to be kept with Here ticks; 
or M any cftbefe Societies ihculd prcftfs ar.d 
tnaintain the Right of perfecuting or puniib- 

O ing 
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• I liare no cccccrri r.r:t :- t::i: rizici- ,<^'r.:::r, •.-'■- 
tker a C^jhan Cr-ufcr* siair bt gC7»ni'd bj i.- £r 'zxiz-'il 
Pcrfoii or £;±cp :- the «.ay cf MziuLrzc-:. cr bv i --. .: :i :c 
Prefbytcn in a. war cf Jrijitcra^, or by tie '* ctr :/ :** 
People io a W2.r of DewKcrac^: b%i: it ii cnoenc -'•.-- iie vl> 
>ilPa«?fn, of what f orm locTcr tier be. Lit- co ; :± R-Tit 
0r Aatkorirr u g-vsr- uc Ch^di h :z:tgi u.;red. 
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diemfelves, or what Fle(h they fliall eat; nor 
impoie upon the Cbrijliam what Habits or 
Gsuments they fhall wear, or what Geftures 
they flull ufc in their Preaching or Singing, 
or any other Parts of their Worfliip. 

VIII. It is granted indeed that if the Nc- 
ccffity or Welfare of any fuch City or State 
'ti^irc that foreign Silk fliall not be worn, 
iwr. any foreign Paper be ufed, in order to 
tiicoarage a national Manufad:ure^ or that 
no Perfon (hall appear without a woollen 
fiarriicnt upon them, to promote the Breed- 
irig of Sheep, or that Veal fliall not be eaten, 
nor-Calvcs be flain for a Twelvemonth, in or- 
der to maintain the Breed of Cattel after a 
great Murrain, &c. All thefe Societies ought 
tofebmit their particular Rules and their per- 
fonal Liberty to thefe Laws of the State, and 
ia comply with them as the State enjoins. 
But where the Affairs of the State do not 
require fuch Commands or Prohibitions, 
•there thefe private Societies and their Adlions 
arc not to be model'd and determin'd by the 
mcer Humor, or Caprice, or arbitrary Will 
of a Magiftrate. 

IX. Perhaps you will fay. Are not Civil 
Magiftrates to be obey'd in omnibus licitis Gf 
hmejtis^ that is, in all things that are Law- 

O 2 ful 
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■to determine fuch fort of thingf iri m 
I private Life in Farhilies, or in an 

ntary Societies, I knovPnot whattJiwii 

^iman Reafon they can have to claim Ih 

Iht in leligious Societies or in Chiirclie! 

ply they can have no fuch Prfctence excel 

e the People or the Laws haije given the. 

\h a Claim. But whether fuch Law's ai 

pod and juft may deferve a.Debate. 

XII. Let the Cbrifiian Church in Cortm 

Ihcrefore be efteetn'd but a:s one of the re 

rof thefe human voluntary Societies, and 

imay fubfift well enough in a Heathen Stat 

[ if the Governors do but meerly proledl the 

faithful Subjedls, and do not ftretch their'Ai 

thority into the Affairs of Religion, tvhic 

s beyond its proper Estent, Gallio the D 

Achaia^ had fome good notion ■ 

vhen I 
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Exerciles, Gfr. and perhaps he may procure 
Civil Immunities and Advantages for them, 
which add no Tax or Burden, or Inconve- 
: OKDce to the State: And he may favo: the 
* Chrifiian Church or the Je^'Ji^Jh Synagogue 
if he plcafes, fo far as to appoint no Civil of 
Military Duties at the fame Hours which 
woold interfere with Chrijiian or yeivijf^ 
Wiorfliip in the City of Corinth. 

XVI. Thus there are fome Advantages 
^hich mav accrue to the State and fome to 
Ae CburcL whereof the chief Masiftrates 
^e Members. 

But if the Advances in temporal things 
^'^ ich the Church receives from the State be 
not well guarded and limited, the Church 
will be in- danger of lofing its Humility, 
Pi^ty, and Purity, and the State will run a 
great hazard of being made me^r Servants to 
the Church. Frequent and long Experience 
^s taught the World this fad Tmth. 

XVII. jJgain: Let us make a farther Sup- 
P^fition that both the People and the Rulers 
^ould be fo much in love with the Scnti- 
"^^nts and Praftices of the PkikfopkerSy the 
^^ifts^ or the Cbrijliamy as that the bulk of 
^^^m fhould become Members of their Co!- 
^^^cs, Societies, or Churches: iVill the Civil 

P Power 



Ift Period, and become- fi-ke the Chaff of a 
}hreJhmg'Floor, and the Wind carries them 
^ay: theirfhai! the Kingdoms e/'?^/j^(jriii 

wcome the Kingdom of the Lord and bis Ckrifi 
\id he jhall reign for ever and ever. Rev. xi 

■5. Amen. 
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